English II Research Paper: Controversial Issues in USA and the World 
UNIT OVERVIEW
You will learn and practice vital process writing skills in preparation for writing an argumentative research paper.  

You will learn:

· how to recognize and find “credible” sources of information

· how to research a topic and form an educated opinion (make a logical argument) based on that knowledge

· how to accurately cite sources and use parenthetical documentation according to MLA style guidelines

By the end of the unit you will:

· write a research paper arguing a position on a topic

· annotate a variety of credible sources 

· create a Works Cited page for your research paper

You are expected to have prior knowledge regarding:

· how to read articles and resource materials for information

· how to annotate (mark commentary notes) articles and resource materials

· the five-paragraph essay format; constructing argumentative thesis statements 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: upon completion of this unit, you should be able to provide insightful responses to the following questions:

1. How do external forces and issues contribute to an individual and a society?

2. How does research contribute to an opinion?

3. Why is formal writing a process?

4. Why is it important to find and recognize credible sources?

COMPOSITION REQUIREMENTS
You will include the following items in a manila envelope when you submit your research paper:

· Statement of Intent (8 points)

· Resources (printed or copied) with highlighted evidence (20 points)

· Annotation Page with a brief summary of each resource (10 points)

· Works Cited page providing bibliographic information for each resource (10 points)

· Rough draft with peer editing (given and received) (20 points)

· Final draft (50 points “Formal Writing” section)

I will gradually be checking on the completion of these assignments throughout the unit to assess that they are completed on schedule.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND DUE DATES

Week 1 (Mar 8-10): research practice and choosing topic; familiarizing with databases. Establish whether a topic of choice has enough valuable resources. “Statement of Intent” and topic selection due Monday Mar 14. (Various in-class research practice assignments will also be assessed this week.) 
Week 2 (Mar 14-16): Gathering research and evidence on topics of choice

All resources, highlighted and annotated, due Monday Mar 28 

Week 3 (Mar 28-31): Composing annotation and works cited pages; composing rough draft and peer editing

Rough draft plus works cited and annotation page due Monday Apr 4 for peer editing. 

Week 4 (Apr 4-7): final additional research; composing final draft and gathering materials for completion

Envelope with final draft (works cited and annotation page included) and all materials due Mon Apr 11.


THE RESEARCH PAPER:  
You will write a five-paragraph research paper arguing a position about a controversial issue.  You must provide evidence to support your argument and properly cite that evidence using MLA Style (parenthetical documentation and a Works Cited page).  The paper must be typed, double-spaced, using 12- font, Times New Roman.  
FIVE-PARAGRAPH FORMAT:

· Introduction – 
Introduces the topic and explains the controversy about that topic.  States your opinion/position on the topic (THESIS STATEMENT).

· Body Paragraph #1 –
First supporting paragraph focused on one major aspect of the debate
· Body Paragraph #2 – 
Second supporting paragraph focused on another major aspect or a few minor aspects of the debate
* These “two body paragraphs” may be divided and organized according to what best suits your research and argument. 
· Body Paragraph #3 – 
Refutes (argues against) the opposing position’s claims.  This paragraph explains why the opposing side’s argument is weak, which makes your argument stronger.
· Conclusion – 
Emphasizes your main points and your position by bringing the paper to a close.  The reader should be persuaded to agree with your argument by the end of the paper. 

***If you choose an approved topic and fully research the subject, you should have no problem finding ample information to write two supporting paragraphs for your argument***

RESEARCH REQUIREMENTS:

It is important to consider various sources on a subject in order to take a stance on your issue which is fully informed and convincing to your reader. You are to become an authority on this issue based on thorough research.  After reading and scanning several resources, you are to narrow down your search to four or five credible resources to be cited in your composition. 
- At least one of your sources must be a printed source (e.g. books and magazines) 

- Encyclopedias and “wiki” resources do not count. These resources are valuable only for providing basic background information when you need an introductory understanding of a topic. You must have dynamic resources with a critical and/or opinionated focus. 

- Before ‘googling’, you are required to access resources from the various Panda databases.  They provide dynamic resources on various controversial issues. Also, ask librarians for help.
CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES:

You may choose a controversy within the following topics for your Sophomore Research Paper. 
· Arts, Entertainment, Media 

Beauty Pageants (adults or children)
Media Bias or Tabloid Journalism
Advertising

Reality Television

Video Games and Child Development
Pro, College, or High School Sports
‘Classical’ Art forms (e.g. opera)

Alternative Art (e.g. graffiti; slam poetry)

Censorship (e.g. “The Interview” banned)

· Crime and Terrorism
Police Body Cameras
Bounty Hunting
Diplomatic Immunity

Domestic Surveillance

Internet Predators 

Juvenile Delinquency

Tasers in Law Enforcement

Incarceration vs. Rehabilitation
Law Enforcement against Animal Abuse

· Education
Bilingual Education
Special Needs Education 
Funding Athletics Programs

Single-Sex Education

Value of a College Degree

Function of Standardized Tests
Cuts in District Funding of Programs 

· Environment
Ecotourism, Trophy Hunting
Alternative Energy

Nuclear Power 

Rainforest Destruction

Electric Cars/Hybrid Vehicles

Whaling, Fur, and other Industries
Natural Disaster Recovery Programs

· Health
Obamacare
Junk Food to Fund School Programs
Alternative Dieting
Meat Industry and Inhumane Practices
Chiropractic and Alternative Medicine
Responses to Drug Epidemics
· Politics, Military, Economy
Iran/N. Korea Nuclear Negotiations

U.S.-Israel relations
Media Role in Campaigns/Elections

U.S. Response to Ukraine, ISIS, etc.  
Women in Combat 
Unemployment and Recession
Catholic Church Reform
Manufacturing at Home vs. Abroad 

Aid for refugees from Syria, etc. 
Immigration reform

· Science and Technology
Freedom of Speech in 21st century

Internet Regulation

NASA Funding

Social Networking Websites

Apple vs. FBI – freedom of tech 

Increased UFO Sightings

Climate Change 

Drones (military and/or recreational)

*You must obtain thesis approval. Also, we are not pursuing certain topics which are based heavily on preconceived personal opinion, such as but not limited to: 

drug legalization, gun control, abortion, Trump presidency or left vs. right wing topics, death penalty.

MLA CITATIONS:

MLA Documentation is a major focus of this assignment and crucial to future work in your high school and college classes. Please refer to the school’s “Panda” page for accurate citations in your bibliography (“works cited”). The URL to the specific page is below:

http://www.pkwy.k12.mo.us/panda/mlacites/mlaformats.html
CREDIBLE NEWS RESOURCES:

I highly recommend you scan and review several online newspapers and magazines to learn what is of focus in today’s media and to gauge the tones and attitudes of different publications concerning your topic. Refer only to primary news sources with their own reporting staff on the ground reporting first-hand on these issues. 
USA Today

St. Louis Post Dispatch

NY Times 

Psychology Today  

The New Yorker

Washington Post 

Christian Science Monitor 

CNN 

Time 

Newsweek 

National Geographic 
60 Minutes
Riverfront Times
NOT: 


Yahoo news

The Onion 

Other newspapers without a reporting staff[image: image1.png]



